CONSTRUCTION OF A FORT AT COCHIN.                              99

headlong Into the sea.    The island was then given up to

be plundered by Trimumpara's soldiery, and the towns and ^^^

jillages were subsequently burnt.                                              A.D.

Having by these engagements restored the King of
Cochin to his authority, Francisco de Albuquerque
thought it a favourable opportunity to press his demands
for permission to erect a fort as a protection for the Portu-
guese factory, and which would also serve as a defence to
the King against any further attempt on the part of the
Zamorin.

Trimumpara was now easily persuaded to comply with
this request, as by his own acknowledgment he owed
his life, his crown, and protection from his enemies en-
tirely to the Portuguese. He not only sanctioned the
construction of a fort, but even offered to undertake the
work at his own expense. A convenient spot was forth-
with selected, on an elevated situation commanding a
narrow arm of the sea, and the foundation was laid on
the 27th September, 1503. The King supplied a number
of hands for the work, at which also all the Portuguese
laboured, without distinction, in order to expedite its
completion. Foiir days after the commencement of the
fort Affonso de Albuquerque arrived at Cochin, bringing
a farther number of labourers for the work, which was
speecftly brought to a completion. As there existed no
facilities for making an erection of stone, a stronghold was
constructed of large palisades, filled in with earth, in the
shape of a square, with flanking bastions at the corners,
mounted with ordnance. The walls were made of double
rows of cocoa-nut tree stems, securely fastened together,
with earth rammed firmly between, and it was further
protected by a wet ditch. This was the first fortress
"eFected by the Portuguese in India. It was christened
" Manoel," after the reigning King of Portugal.

After this, Albuquerque and the rest of the commanders,
together with some of Trimumpara's soldiers, went to
attack some towns belonging to the Prince of Repelim,
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